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We are getting ready to bid 2017 good bye. It has been a year like no other year, (so are all the
other years). We experienced so much from terrible storms to huge fires and men acting at
their worst. These are some of the dark events that we encountered in 2017.

The bad events that happened did not destroy us as a nation. What we did collectively is
respond as a united nation for our brothers and sisters who experienced losing everything
they had and losing family members as well. We all gave from the heart in the spirit of
compassion and the idea that what happens to one of us can happen to all of us.

During this holiday season, we look to give thanks for the gifts we have. We live in a
country that is not torn by war, people are not dying from starvation and we feel safe in
our homes. Certainly, a great deal to be thankful for.

Now, on behalf of the board of the AFSCME Retirees Chapter 4041, I wish you all a happy
and safe holiday season and enjoy family and friends to the maximum. Merry Christmas
Everyone.




2018

Here we are again with another new and fresh year. Traditionally, this is the time we
make all the good resolutions such as loose weight, exercise more and eat healthier. We
all have good intentions but most of them fall by the wayside. That is ok because we can
use them next year.

What is really our goal for 2018? We know what we want generally, that is good health,

a happy relationship with our children and grandchildren, and the freedom to enjoy life in
our retirement years. Speaking for myself and the AFSCME chapter board, we want to
make 2018 as good as possible and eliminate any fear of losing our hard earned benefits.
We know that challenges will come but we will be ready for them.

At this time of year we all think of Family. We laugh and savor those wonderful times
from our past celebrations. Then all too quickly the time comes when we must part and
return to the present time and resume our regular duties. Perhaps our goal for 2018
should be to live that year in a manner that we can share with family and friends at the
next holiday celebration.

The last thing I will say is, on behalf of our entire board, HAPPY NEW YEAR.
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