
 

 

Weekly Update March 16-March 28, 2019 

Hello to all our AFSCME Retiree members. The sixth and seventh weeks of the 80th Nevada 

Legislative session saw some leadership position changes which we will touch on below, and 

some major deadlines that got extended for one week and bills from the legislators who 

resigned were reassigned. Major deadlines are set by the statutory calendar: 

https://www.leg.state.nv.us/Session/80th2019/Docs/120-day_calendar.pdf 

The legislators’ individual bills’ due date was delayed from March 18 until March 25th. The result 

was that the due date for both the legislators’ individual bills and the due date for Committee 

Bills fell on the same day. We are still going through the 151 bills that were “dropped” this past 

Monday March 25th and will highlight the most important ones for the AFSCME Retirees in the 

next update. 

Of those “new” 151 bills, several were health care bills that we will be tracking in addition to the 

37 healthcare bills we are already tracking below. Some of these pro-consumer innovative 

health care ideas are being characterized as “unfunded mandates”. Self-insured health care 

trusts from unions to corporate employer  insurance  trusts run by companies such as MGM are 

expressing concerns about potential costs of these innovative ideas. Our state program PEBP is 

a self-insured healthcare trust as well. We are tracking carefully what PEBP’s position is on 

these bills.  

We expect PEBP to add the following bills to their “list” if it established that the bills pertain to 

PEBP as a self-insured plan: 

SB290 Out of Network Emergency Costs 

SB365 Health Insurance-administration 

SB369 Pharmacy Benefits Plans 

SB378 Prescription Drug Pricing 

As we told you last week, PEBP (Public Employee Benefits Program) had its first legislative 

update board meeting and here are a few of the bills that Board is currently tracking:   

AB170 Enshrines Affordable Care Act Provisions in Nevada Law  

AB185 Covers out-of-network pharmacy prescription costs  

AB225 Out-of-Network Emergency Services Coverage 

SB90 Children’s Hearing Aids and other matters 

SB200 Adult Hearing Aids 

SB226 Prescription Drug Formulary-requires that PEBP and other plans use the federal 

formulary developed by HHS; also requires credits for patients towards plan savings from use of 

drug manufacturer “coupons”.   

https://www.leg.state.nv.us/Session/80th2019/Docs/120-day_calendar.pdf
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/Session/80th2019/Reports/history.cfm?ID=670
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/Session/80th2019/Reports/history.cfm?ID=814
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/Session/80th2019/Reports/history.cfm?ID=818
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/Session/80th2019/Reports/history.cfm?ID=835
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/App/NELIS/REL/80th2019/Bill/6259/Overview
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/App/NELIS/REL/80th2019/Bill/6288/Overview
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/App/NELIS/REL/80th2019/Bill/6391/Overview
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/App/NELIS/REL/80th2019/Bill/6071/Overview
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/App/NELIS/REL/80th2019/Bill/6344/Overview
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/App/NELIS/REL/80th2019/Bill/6372/Overview


 

 

SB235  Pre-existing Condition coverage.  

We are also tracking bill drafts (BDRs) that could turn into health care bills. We are already, and 

will continue to, attend hearings and meet with the bills’ sponsors to make sure that the end 

result of these good intentions this session is not the unintended consequence of rising costs to 

plans including PEBP, that are then passed on to the health care consumer. 

Resignations 

As has been reported in the news, we have had two legislators resign due to misconduct 

situations. Former Senate Majority Leader Kelvin Atkinson has pleaded guilty to campaign 

finance violations and had his seat has been filled by Marcia Washington 

https://thenevadaindependent.com/article/clark-county-commission-selects-marcia-washington-to-

replace-atkinson-in-senate 

Former Assemblyman Mike Sprinkle has resigned due to sexual misconduct allegations and has 

been replaced by Greg Smith https://thenevadaindependent.com/article/washoe-county-

commission-selects-late-state-senators-husband-to-represent-sparks-area-assembly-district 

We will give you expanded profiles of these new legislators in our next update. 

Please continue to feel free to send any questions you might have about the legislative session 

to us Afscme4041retirees@gmail.com  and we will get back to you, while keeping you current 

with this weekly update.  

 

https://www.leg.state.nv.us/App/NELIS/REL/80th2019/Bill/6397/Overview
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